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INTRODUCTION FROM MRS JEFFREY, PRINCIPAL                     

 
The decision to join New Hall School will enable you to benefit from its 
first class educational environment.  Based in the magnificent building 
that was once Henry VIII’s palace of Beaulieu, you will enjoy learning in 
single-sex classes up to the end of Key Stage 4, whilst also experiencing a 
co-educational environment as you move around the campus to specialist 
facilities. 
 
If you choose, however, to join in co-curricular activities from the 
remarkable range on offer, you will find that many of these are co-
educational, such as the school orchestra and drama productions.  You will 
be encouraged to develop existing interests and to find new ones.  
Personally, I enjoy being a member of the Senior Division Training 
Orchestra as it has enabled me to get to know many of our keen student 
musicians and to pick up the flute again, which I had stopped playing when I was 15.  I also enjoy 
working with the Tutor Group Representatives and Senior Prefects, who bring great ideas for 
school improvement to the School Council. 
 
There will be challenges for you to meet along the way.  Our aim is to enable you to develop the 
confidence and skills you will need for success in adult life.  Expectations regarding behaviour are 
based on respect for all and you will be required to show high levels of motivation and a full 
involvement in school life. 
 
Gaining the very best academic qualifications you can is of course a priority – and you should be 
encouraged by the track record of success of New Hall students at GCSE and A Level.  At New 
Hall, however, we are interested just as much in your overall personal development.  Our 
preparation for university and careers begins early and we will encourage you to explore ideas, 
take part in careers conventions and find interesting and beneficial work experience.  We want 
you to develop a real and lasting love of learning – and to aspire to excellence in all that you do. 
 
New Hall prides itself on giving individual attention to students and providing a tailored 
programme suited to specific needs and interests.  This booklet gives you information about the 
courses in Years 7 & 8 at New Hall, together with an introduction to life in the Senior Division. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the Senior Division. 
 

 
Mrs Katherine Jeffrey 
PRINCIPAL 
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NEW HALL’S MISSION AND ETHOS 

  
New Hall, a Catholic boarding and day school, provides  

the best start in life, enabling students  
to meet confidently the challenges of the wider world. 

  
Here academic excellence is achieved in surroundings  

where relationships are based on  
care, trust and respect. 

  
We welcome students from many traditions,  

building a Christian community that has at its heart  
prayer and service to others. 

 

AIMS OF THE SCHOOL  

  
The school aims:  
 
1. To give students an experience of life in a Christian community:  

• Affirming each individual as a unique part of God’s creation, and nurturing in each 
person a sense of dignity and self-worth. 

• Fostering caring relationships, a sense of team spirit, and respect for others. 
  
2. To inspire students to develop their God-given gifts and talents to their full potential: 

• Intellectual 
• Spiritual   
• Social and emotional   
• Aesthetic and physical  
  

3. To provide a broad and balanced education, rooted in the school’s Catholic foundation, which 
is responsive to and supportive of the needs and aspirations of the individual:    

• Fostering intellectual curiosity, a desire to seek truth, and a life-long love of learning;  
• Enabling students to discover their own strengths and weaknesses, to learn from 

‘failures’, and to develop the self-discipline and determination to persevere, in order 
to pursue their goals in a rapidly changing world.  

 
4. To enable staff to be aware of the values and vision of the school and to give them support 

and encouragement to carry out their professional duties and responsibilities in the pursuit 
of excellence, with pride and commitment. 

 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT  

   
The school’s policy on behaviour is set out in the Code of Conduct, which is available on the school 
website: www.newhallschool.co.uk and distributed to all students at the beginning of the 
academic year.  A copy of the Code of Conduct is also available from the Head of Middle or Upper 
School on request.  New Hall has very high expectations of student behaviour, and a clear policy 
for rewards and sanctions; these are set out in the Code of Conduct.  
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WHO'S WHO AT NEW HALL  

  
A number of people will be involved in the care of your daughter/son while she/he is at New 
Hall.  This is a summary of their roles and contact details:  
  
Chair of Governors  
Dr Edelsten can be contacted via the Executive Assistant & Clerk to Governors, Mrs Murphy, via:  
e.murphy@newhallschool.co.uk 
  

The Principal  
Mrs Jeffrey has overall responsibility for the leadership and the management of the whole school.   
 
Deputy Principal 
Mr Fardell shares responsibility for the leadership and management of the whole school. 
 
Vice Principals  
Mr Sidwell is responsible for the Co-Curriculum, Operations and Compliance across the whole 
school.  
Dr Tiffen is responsible for the Curriculum, Growth and Innovation across the whole school.  

 
Head of Boarding  
Mrs Searle has overall responsibility for the pastoral care of boarding students and oversees the 
day-to-day management of issues that affect these students.  Mrs Searle is also the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead.  
  

Head of Girls’ and Boys’ Divisions  
Mrs Minnis has overall responsibility for the academic and pastoral 
progress of day students in Years 7-11 and oversees the day-to-day 
management issues that affect these students.  Mrs Minnis manages the 
Heads of Year, and works closely with the Head of Boarding.   
 
Chaplain 
Fr Lee Bennett is the school Chaplain and provides spiritual support and 
faith development for all students, staff and parents.  
 

Heads of Middle School 

The Heads of Year are members of the middle management team and oversee the work of the 

Tutors.  Heads of Year are responsible for the welfare of day students, with regard to pastoral care 

and can assist with academic matters.  Heads of Year can be contacted via Reception on 01245 467 

588 or via their individual email address. 
  

 

Mrs J McGlynn  
 

Head of Middle School Girls (Years 7 & 8)  
 

 

 

 

 

Mr D Smith  

 

Head of Middle School Boys (Years 7 & 8)  

 

 

 

  

mailto:e.murphy@newhallschool.co.uk
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Important Contact Details  

Mrs K Jeffrey Principal 
Via the PA to SSLT: 

t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk 

Mr Fardell Deputy Principal 
Via the PA to SSLT: 

t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk 

Mrs S Minnis Head of Girls and Boys’ Division 
Via the PA to SSLT: 

t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk 

Mr J Sidwell Vice Principal j.sidwell@newhallschool.co.uk 

Dr P Tiffen Vice Principal p.tiffen@newhallschool.co.uk 

Mrs E Searle Head of Boarding e.searle@newhallschool.co.uk 

Mrs J McGlynn Head of Middle School Girls j.mcglynn@newhallschool.co.uk  

Mr D Smith Head of Middle School Boys d.smith@newhallschool.co.uk  

Mrs R MacKay 
Housemistress, Magdalen and 

Earle House 
r.mackay@newhallschool.co.uk 

Attendance 

Office 
Student Absence attendance@newhallschool.co.uk 

Fr Lee Bennett  School Chaplain  l.bennett@newhallschool.co.uk   

Miss A Hesketh Fees and Finance  schoolfees@newhallschool.co.uk   

Mrs G Phillips  
Travel 

Arrangements  
g.phillips@newhallschool.co.uk  

Health Centre Health Centre 
healthcentre@newhallschool.co.uk 

01245 467588 ext 232 

Mr M Chahine-

Warrington 

Travel 

Arrangements 
boarderstravel@newhallschool.co.uk 

Dr M Edelsten Chair of Governors 
via Executive Assistant: 

e.murphy@newhallschool.co.uk 
 

The school website can be found at www.newhallschool.co.uk 
  

The school address and telephone number is:  New Hall School  

  The Avenue  

  Boreham  

  Chelmsford  

  Essex CM3 3HS  

                                                                                        01245 467 588 

 
The Principal, Chaplain, Vice Principal Mr Sidwell, along with the Head of Boarding, all live on 
site and can be contacted via Reception on 01245 467 588 or by email as above.  
  

mailto:t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:j.sidwell@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:p.tiffen@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:e.searle@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:j.mcglynn@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:d.smith@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:r.mackay@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:attendance@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:l.bennett@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:schoolfees@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:g.phillips@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:healthcentre@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:boarderstravel@newhallschool.co.uk
mailto:e.murphy@newhallschool.co.uk
http://www.newhallschool.co.uk/


 

Page 7  
 

YEARS 7 & 8 CURRICULUM INFORMATION 

 

ART & DESIGN 

 
CONTENT 
During Years 7 & 8, students follow a course which introduces them to the visual language and 
flexible nature of Art as well as to a wide range of materials and techniques.  Directed termly, 
themes in the past year for Year 7 classes have included ‘African Art’, ‘Nature’ and ‘Architecture’ 
with responses based largely upon primary source material.  Year 8 students undertake a 
particular programme based upon concepts latent in 20th century art, with much inspiration taken 
from major galleries such as the Tate Modern and the Tate Britain.  We constantly review such 
schemes of work so that strengths are retained whilst exploring additional opportunities for our 
students.  We currently operate a more open scheme of work for Year 8 that helps to promote 
more choice in working across various disciplines in lessons.  Whilst exploring such topics, 
students are introduced to the work of relevant artists and practitioners and this element becomes 
less didactic for students in Year 8, i.e. students can begin to link their work to practitioners that 
lie outside of suggestions by a teacher.  However, a more directed structure will also exist for 
students who might struggle to make independent choices.  Students are expected to carry out a 
series of studies throughout the year. 
 
SKILLS 
Students learn to use a range of media when drawing either from observation or imagination. 
They are expected to understand the use of line and tone in representing shape and form.  In Year 
7, students are taught to mix paints to create subtleties of colour and to understand the importance 
of the tonal values.  Observational drawing requires students to look carefully but it is also 
important to consider that photographic and digital approaches can often replace traditional 
drawing approaches so that the subject becomes inclusive for all.  Students are introduced to 
printmaking methods and an understanding of ways in which printmaking can be used to 
produce multiple images.  Three dimensional work is also tackled with air-drying clay and other 
materials.  Year 8 can see a growing emergence of photography in students’ work.  Students are 
expected to be able to organise themselves, their equipment and their time effectively.  Safe 
working practices are emphasised throughout the course. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Study is usually set on a fortnightly basis in Year 7 though increases to a much lengthier timeframe 
in Year 8, tending to be assessed per every five school weeks.  This arrangement encourages 
diagnostic feedback, reflection and improvement within lessons and the greater length of time 
given to each assignment in Year 8 reflects the growing sense of independence within students.  
This structure includes research into the artists and practitioners associated with the projects.  The 
end of year examination result in each year is based wholly on coursework done throughout the 
academic year which will include the completion of practical outcomes.  We consider this to be a 
good grounding for studying Art and Design in the KS4 and KS5 years, where coursework is 
always a very valuable component. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
After school activities offer students the opportunity to develop their interests and explore new 
skills.  Sometimes, Years 7 & 8 students are able to mix freely with older students in such 
situations.  We aim to support Most Able and Talented students towards greater heights, 
including publicising initiatives such as competitions and visiting artist workshops in and outside 
school.  We seek to display students’ work around the school, on the internet, and sometimes in 
external settings. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 
CONTENT  

At the start of Year 7, it is important that students know how important health and safety is when 

using technology.  Personal safety when using the internet is explored and students are made 

aware of the dangers to themselves and the data that they store.  Hardware and software devices 

are investigated along with the meaning of data and information in relation to a computer system.  

Students are encouraged to explore the functionality and use of digital devices and mobile 

technology.  An introduction to databases covers tables, basic validation rules, basic queries and 

forms for data entry.  Students are introduced to basic spreadsheet functions and features such 

as graphs, sorting and filtering.   Basic Computing skills are covered using Python, Flowol and 

Turtle software.  These develop logical thinking and teach students the basics of data control 

technology.  This year students will be given the chance to program our exciting Sphero SPRK+ 

robots to inspire their curiosity, creativity, and invention. 

 

SKILLS  

Typing skills are emphasised at the start of Year 7.  Students should learn some basic 

programming, database and spreadsheet skills that develop logical thinking and planning skills.  

Students should develop their skills of information literacy.  This involves consideration of the 

reliability of different sources of information, search techniques, understanding the credibility of 

different sources, the importance of respecting intellectual property and understanding design 

considerations when presenting projects.  Analytical and evaluative skills are developed 

throughout the ICT curriculum with a focus on the explanation of the advantages and 

disadvantages of using ICT in different areas of society.    

 

ASSESSMENT  

The end of year examinations, held during the Trinity Term, test students’ knowledge and 

understanding of the basic concepts of ICT and any functionality covered within the current year 

and also building on the previous year’s learning.  Project work is assessed by the teacher and 

peer assessment along with feedback play an important role as a basis for review and evaluation. 

Attainment grades for ICT are weighted towards written study tasks and documentation of 

practical work, to reflect the importance of the controlled assessment component at GCSE which 

commences during Year 10.    

 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES  

Students are encouraged to use ICT facilities to produce and present work for other subjects.  The 

health and safety aspects of the usage of the internet and computer technologies are investigated 

with a view to preventing misuse.  The digital age encompasses a wide range of equipment used 

in the home and for personal use.  These are discussed and investigated as these new technologies 

emerge.    
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 
CONTENT 
Time is divided between product Design and Cookery.  In both areas, students learn the 
importance of safe working practices.  Personal organisation and planning are prime focuses for 
these courses.  In Cookery, students learn about nutrition, healthy eating and have plenty of 
opportunities to prepare and make simple dishes.  In Product Design, students start thinking 
about the quality of products they see and use around them in everyday life.  They follow a 
rigorous design process which helps them to think creatively and develop a final made outcome. 
 
SKILLS 
Students learn to plan methodically, to be organised in their working practice and to work safely 
with others.  The tasks set help students to develop their co-ordination and manual dexterity.  In 
the product Design course, students learn to use workshop equipment safely whilst also 
developing computer-aided design skills.  Students will design and make a variety of products 
based on an initial design brief, which they will research and investigate to produce a personal 
final outcome.  Current projects include maze games and hand-held buzzer toys.  Students are 
encouraged to use a range of tools and equipment so that they are able to develop a broad skill 
set and understanding of design in the real world.  In Cookery, students learn basic skills that are 
developed throughout the course as well as the importance of Health and Safety within the 
kitchen environment.  In addition to learning to cook, the students develop an understanding of 
Healthy Eating and the importance of a good balanced diet. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Throughout the course, students are encouraged to evaluate their own work and that of others.  
Study is set weekly and either requires research or is set to reinforce the work covered in lessons.  
There are examinations held at the end of the course in Cookery and students present their final 
project work in product Design as a final assessment. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
Cookery Club runs two evenings a week with one lunchtime club in the Trinity Term.  Students 
are encouraged to participate. Design Club runs one lunchtime a week and one evening.   Students 
are encouraged to participate. 
 
We display the students’ work around the school and use Twitter to keep parents up-to-date with 
student progress and projects. 
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DRAMA 

 
CONTENT 
In Year 7, students begin with an introduction to all aspects of Drama covered in 5 different areas: 
Space, Genre, Performing, Forms and Analysis.  This provides all the basics to be developed 
throughout Key Stage 3 to communicate meaning.  They begin to explore the effectiveness of 
different styles of performance and how to create convincing characterisation. 
 
Their work is mainly devised, stimulating their creativity, teamwork and improvisation skills.  
They are then introduced to scripts and explore how a script can be brought to life, considering 
stage directions, the role of the director and the different possible interpretations of each scene.  
Students will be introduced to the basics of technical theatre and encouraged to consider the 
possibilities that lighting and sound can offer their work. 
 
There is also an opportunity, in the Lent Term, for Year 7 students to take a public speaking 
LAMDA examination through a series of lessons.  These lessons enable the students to develop 
the skills necessary to deliver an effective speech to an external LAMDA examiner. 
 
In Year 8, the students look at historical and contemporary theatre styles – Ancient Greek, 
Melodrama and Abstract drama provide a contrast in styles and strengthen understanding of how 
to communicate meaning to an audience using a variety of conventions.  They will research the 
eras and styles of theatre as well as practically study sample texts from both. 
 
Students will also develop their improvisation skills, enabling spontaneity and creative thought 
in the moment, which develops their ability to adapt in various situations in life.  This will also 
stand them in good stead for the opportunity to gain a further LAMDA qualification in public 
speaking, which again is taught in a series of lessons during the Michaelmas Term. 
 
Throughout the two years, students are expected to offer verbal feedback on their peers’ work, 
improving their use and knowledge of technical vocabulary and their understanding of what 
makes good drama. 
 
SKILLS 
The art of negotiation and compromise is an essential part of teamwork and is incorporated in 
basic rehearsal technique.  Presentation and acting skills are built up by applying them in pieces 
of theatre that they work on and then present.  Spontaneous improvisation is used to test 
creativity, nurture the imagination and build confidence.  Polished improvisation tests the 
students’ concentration and dedication to task.  Evaluation skills are developed through the use 
of constructive criticism. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment is ongoing and each half term there will be a more formal practical assessment where 
marks will be given and recorded.  Students will be required to set themselves targets after each 
assessment alongside targets set by their teachers. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
Whole School Productions 
Drama Club leading to performance evenings 
Opportunities to take part in Shakespeare School’s Festivals 
End-of-year performance festival 
LAMDA Acting and Devising (solo, duo or group awards available) 
Shared Theatre visits with the English Department 
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ENGLISH 

 
CONTENT 
Students follow a curriculum which addresses critical development; knowledge of literary 
heritage; technical proficiency; independent reading and writing for a range of purposes and 
audiences.  This curriculum covers the three disciplines of English Literature and Language: 
reading, writing, and spoken language.  The assessment of spoken language provides students 
with opportunities to develop their skills in presenting, role-play and discussion. 
 
During Years 7 & 8, there is an emphasis on introducing different forms of literature to the 
students and allowing them to experience different styles of writing.  Year 7 students are given an 
introduction to Shakespeare’s language, plots and characters.   Students in Year 7 and Year 8 study 
a single play, paying attention to selected scenes.  Both Years 7 & 8 study a class novel to progress 
from understanding what writers write to how they write, focussing on genre, narrative structure, 
characterisation and language.  The students are also introduced to a range of poetry. 
 
All students keep a record of their independent reading.  Presentations, class discussions, reviews 
and displays aim to encourage an enthusiasm for sharing responses to books.  Class reading of 
poems, a dramatic work, short stories and at least one challenging novel inspire a wide variety of 
assignments on genre, setting, characterisation and style.  Writing activities include composition 
of stories, poems, reviews, instructions, informative writing, writing to argue pieces and criticism.  
These originate in a variety of activities and emerge out of a carefully structured planning and 
drafting process. 
 
SKILLS 
Students learn to express opinions and ideas in class discussion in a disciplined environment; they 
develop the skills of listening to others, being sensitive to audience and speaking in clear, standard 
English.  They develop a sense of discrimination and judgement when choosing reading material, 
exploring the unknown and extending the boundaries of pre-conceived ideas of what makes a 
good read.  They become more confident in organising complex ideas into a wide range of written 
forms. Handwriting is increasingly mature and swift.  Complex sentences are used more 
frequently; vocabulary is increasingly adventurous.  Paragraphing, the use of topic sentences and 
accurate sentence division should now be in place. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Each half term unit will include assessments which cover writing, reading comprehension, and 

spoken language.  Written assessments are regularly reviewed in order to ensure that the 

progress of each student is carefully monitored.  There is also an end-of-year examination.  This 

test is produced by the examination board AQA, and is similar in structure to the new English 

Language GCSE.  Preparing for this examination will allow students to develop and hone the 

skills which will be vital to them as they progress in English.  One study, which could be a written 

piece or a research-based task, is set each week.  

 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
Creative Writing Club 
Theatre visits 
Competitions 
Visiting writers 
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) 

 
CONTENT 
This is provided for students who have English as their second language and who require 
additional tuition and support in English.  EAL is taken as an alternative to Latin and/or 
Spanish/French in Years 7 & 8.  All students are assessed at the beginning of their course to gauge 
their level of English and aptitude.  Following this, they are placed on the appropriate examination 
course, either Key English Test for Schools or Preliminary English Test for Schools.  Whichever 
examination course a student follows the skill areas are the same but the level at which they are 
studied is different. 
 
SKILLS 
In preparation for the reading assessment students develop essential reading comprehension 
skills; they learn to analyse articles, reports, fiction, advertisements, correspondence and 
information material.  They practise writing letters, reviews and stories in preparation for their 
writing assessment.  Students are encouraged to increase their awareness of grammar and to 
enhance their ability to use past, present and future tenses accurately.  They also spend time 
developing and improving their vocabulary.  In preparation for the listening assessment, MP3 
audio files are used to help the students develop their note taking, gap filling, sentence completion 
and listening comprehension skills.  Students are encouraged to develop their vocabulary in 
preparation for the speaking assessment; with an emphasis on accurate and fluent 
communication, they practise speaking tasks and learn to express ideas and opinions.  Completion 
of past papers is an important part of the preparation for the test.  Adapted readers, magazines, 
DVDs, MP3 audio files’ and games are regularly used to develop all of the key skill areas. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are set one study assignment per week; they should spend twenty minutes completing 
this.  During the year, students are regularly tested in class; including vocabulary tests, end of unit 
reviews and practice papers for external examinations.  Students are entered for the Key English 
Test for Schools or the Preliminary English Test for Schools once they have demonstrated that 
they are able to meet the assessment criteria.  These examinations usually take place in the Lent 
or Trinity Term. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
Students are encouraged to take part in all co-curricular and weekend activities which will help 
them to improve their English and their awareness of English culture, life and customs. The EAL 
Department organises one cultural visit per term in order to enrich the students’ experience of 
studying abroad.  The EAL department also runs a reading club to provide an opportunity for 
students to discover a love of reading in English which they can take with them for life. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 
CONTENT 
In Year 7, students will begin by analysing what makes up the subject of Geography.  The course 

then focuses on Physical Geography through the study of volcanoes and earthquakes, and the 

key features and processes of rivers.  Students then have the opportunity to develop their 

locational knowledge as they complete a study of the British Isles, before then widening their 

focus to investigate the geography of Europe and then the world. 

 

In Year 8, the course explores the natural world through a study of the tropical rainforest 

ecosystem.  Students will have the opportunity to investigate the physical characteristics of this 

biome and the impacts human activity is having on it.  The course also allows students to 

investigate key features of the UK’s coastline and explore why the coastline is constantly 

changing.  Students can increase their understanding of Human Geography too by studying 

contemporary international phenomenon such as migration and also investigating human 

settlement patterns and changes. 

 

Both year groups will also have the opportunity to learn about real world contemporary 

geography issues which regularly feature in the news and link to their development as global 

citizens.  At certain points in the year, work in lessons and for study will focus on wider 

geographical issues such as Fair trade fortnight and the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

SKILLS 
In Year 7, students develop their map skills by learning about grid references, distance, direction, 

scale and height.  They use OS maps to practise their skills.  They also learn how to use an 

atlas.  Students learn how to select information from research and develop their decision making 

skills.  They learn how to create geographical drawings and how to describe and explain 

geographical information. 

 

In Year 8, students develop their analysis skills by increasingly using data and graphs.  They 

develop the ability to see both sides of an issue and to form and support their own 

opinions.  Students develop skills to solve geographical mysteries and they carry out their own 

research and investigations. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Study is set to support and extend learning.  End-of-unit assessments take place throughout the 

year using a range of strategies such as tests, presentations and independent tasks.  Students take 

an examination in the Trinity Term. 

 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
There will be a Geography fieldwork day linked to topics studied in either Year 7 or 8. 

Students gain additional fieldwork by undertaking investigations around the school grounds. 
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HISTORY 

 
CONTENT 
In Year 7, students begin their Key Stage 3 studies with a local History unit, focussed on the history 
of New Hall.  In this, we consider the history of the community, school and buildings. There are 
opportunities to explore the site and some of the archives.  This is followed by a study of Medieval 
Realms from 1066-1500, beginning with the Norman invasion and conquest. 
 
The theme of monarchy is continued throughout the year with a study of King John and the Magna 
Carta.  The power and importance of the Medieval Church and the murder of Becket are taught 
as part of the religious history section.  Social aspects of Medieval Life are considered based on a 
study of town and village life.  The course ends with a study of the Black Death. 
 
At the beginning of Year 8, students spend much of the Michaelmas Term studying the 
Reformation.  They discuss theories of continuity and change through their research of the 
different monarchs and their policies. 
 
At the end of the Michaelmas Term and for much of the Lent Term, students study a unit on the 
English Civil War.  As part of this unit, students analyse causes, events and consequences and 
begin to develop their extended writing skills.  During the final two weeks of Lent Term, students 
carry out an independent investigation.  Each student is given a choice from a variety of topics as 
well as a choice of format.  They are expected to carry out independent reading as well as 
independent source evaluation. 
 
Throughout the Lent Term, students look at the changes that take place in Britain during the 18th 
and 19th centuries.  The impact of the industrial revolution is assessed and students study the 
development of the British Empire and Britain’s slave trade.  This period provides the contextual 
history for the Twentieth Century topic studied in Year 9. 
 
SKILLS 
For Year 7, throughout the course the emphasis is on developing organisation and communication 
skills.  Students will be introduced to a range of source interpretation and evaluation skills.  They 
will also begin to develop their essay writing skills.  For Year 8, the emphasis is on developing 
source analysis and essay writing skills. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Half termly assessment tests.  Terminal examination in the Trinity Term. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
New Hall site visits 
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LAMDA 

 
AWARDING BODY AND SPECIFICATION 
LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art), Using Spoken English 
 
CONTENT 
During either the Michaelmas or Trinity Term, students in Years 7 & 8 take classes in LAMDA 
‘Using Spoken English’.  These classes lead towards LAMDA graded examinations at the end of 
the term.  The course is designed to encourage students to become confident, eloquent speakers, 
improving standards in communication through the spoken word and empowering them to 
become effective and confident communicators.  In addition to this, preparing for LAMDA 
examinations builds self-confidence and students are provided with a record of their 
achievements. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students prepare a brief ‘talk’ for an informal setting, selecting and shaping the subject matter.  In 
Year 7 this is based upon a personal experience, and in Year 8 should focus on an object with a 
personal significance.  For both examinations, students are required to respond to questions and 
create opportunities for others to contribute to discussion and conversation. 
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LATIN  
 
CONTENT  

Year 7 students work through the Cambridge Latin Course, Book 1.  The programme of study 

enables them to develop their understanding of Latin grammar and syntax, and explore the links 

between Latin and other European languages, including English.  They explore aspects of daily 
life in the town of Pompeii before it was destroyed by the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 A.D.  They 

also look at Roman beliefs on life after death, gladiators, the theatre, and take part in mock 

elections. 

 
Year 8 students continue Book 1 and begin Book 2.  They consolidate their linguistic base and 
extend it by studying more complex grammar. The cultural topics takes students on an 

international voyage of discovery, starting with Roman Britain and ending in Egypt. They take an 

end of year examination on the topics covered over the academic year. 

 

SKILLS  

Students develop their translation skills by reading short stories in Latin and doing 

comprehension work.  They build up an understanding of the basic grammar and vocabulary by 

manipulation exercises and tests.  They regularly use ICT including the Cambridge Latin Course 

website resources.  The study of background topics gives opportunities to compare and evaluate 

different civilisations.  These topics also provide opportunities for creative writing and producing 
visual display work. 

 

ASSESSMENT  

Study is set each week to practise their translation skills and consolidate their understanding of 

grammar and vocabulary.  Students are regularly assessed and they take an end of year 
examination in the Trinity Term.  This examination tests their translation and comprehension 

skills, knowledge of grammar and vocabulary.  There is also a choice between a specified text 

and cultural background. 

 

TYPICAL ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 

Trips for Year 8 upwards include trip to Greece (Athens, Delphi, Olympia, Tolo) and Italy 
(Naples, Pompeii, Herculaneum and Mount Vesuvius).  

Guest speakers (Dr Michael Scott March 2018) and Classics Society.  

Visit to the Roman Theatre at Verulamium (St Albans) and the Roman Baths at Welwyn. 
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LEARNING DEVELOPMENT 

 
CONTENT 
Students develop a range of reading comprehension and writing skills. Activities are also 
undertaken to support the learning of spelling, punctuation and grammar rules. Time is spent on 
revision and organisation strategies. 
 
SKILLS 
Throughout the Michaelmas term, Years 7 and 8 students practise different reading 
comprehension skills, such as scanning a text, extracting relevant information, summarising, 
comparing and contrasting, drawing conclusions and making inferences. 
 
During the Lent term, lessons primarily focus on writing skills. Students learn how to select 
effective vocabulary and sentence structures for purpose and effect. Time is spent on the planning, 
structuring and proofreading of their written work. 
 
In the Trinity Term, students explore different memory and revision techniques in preparation for 
their end of year examinations. In the last few weeks, assessments are undertaken to determine 
the students' current Reading Comprehension and Spelling ages. 
 
Throughout the year, spelling, punctuation and grammar rules are reinforced to provide a secure 
foundation for future work. Students are taught strategies to learn spellings and spend time 
strengthening sound-symbol associations, following the guidelines suggested by Dyslexia Action. 
They read regularly in class to help with the extension of vocabulary and development of reading 
comprehension skills. 
 
Reinforcement work in Mathematics takes place throughout Years 7 and 8, where appropriate. 
 
Students on SEN Support receive in-class support in English, Mathematics, Science, ICT, 
Geography, History and Theology, as timetabling permits. Study Club is offered each lunch time 
and after school; students are encouraged to attend and use the staff support available. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 
CONTENT 
Students explore key elements of Mathematics in preparation for examination entry in Year 11.  
Extension work is used where appropriate.  The topics of: Number, Algebra, Geometry, Measures 
and Statistics are studied. 
 
SKILLS 
Students will study topics from the following: 
 
Number Place value, ordering, rounding, simple fractions, order of operations, 

percentages, ratio and proportion, decimals and measures, powers and roots, 
proportional reasoning, directed numbers and problem solving. 
 

Algebra Using letters to represent unknown numbers, simple sequences, substitution, 
algebraic expressions, solving equations, collecting terms, expanding brackets, 
solving problems, plotting graphs of simple functions and real life graphs. 
 

Geometry and 
Measures 

Drawing and measuring angles, area and perimeter, volume, transformations, 
properties of shapes, circles, prisms and constructions. 
 

Statistics Grouped data and simple statistics, collection and representation of data, pie 
charts, probability, mean, median, mode, range and time series. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
One study assignment per week is set to assess, support and extend students’ learning. 
Students take an examination in the Trinity Term together with written assessments during the 
year. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES 

 

FRENCH 

 

CONTENT  

KS2 topics are reinforced and extended: including: alphabet, numbers, colours, age, date, weather, 

school bag, family, food, sport.  New material includes talking about likes and dislikes, describing 

people, giving opinions and reasons, talking about computers and mobile phones, saying what 

one can do in town and talking about holiday plans.  Students develop their knowledge of the 

phonics of the French language through reading, listening and song.  Content about Africa and 

the study of the films ‘Kirikou’ and ‘Les Choristes’ enhance intercultural understanding of the 

Francophone community.  Understanding of, and independence in, grammar usage is promoted 

and a wider range of linguistic structures are acquired through the development of “language 

detective” skills.  The correct use of nouns, articles, adjectives, prepositions and common verbs in 

the present and perfect tenses is taught.  The use of new technologies complements every module 

and enhances the enjoyment of the learning process.  

  

SKILLS  

Students are encouraged to communicate in French as much as possible.  They practise correct 

pronunciation, asking and answering questions and role-playing real-life scenarios.  Students 

develop the language learning skills of translation, researching and noting vocabulary and 

learning it independently.  Confidence in listening and reading comprehension is fostered 

through exposure to and exploration of a range of authentic texts.  Students learn how to be 

resourceful in order to develop accuracy in their written French.  Of ultimate importance is 

developing the skills to be able to use the language independently. 

  

ASSESSMENT  

The course is designed by the New Hall Modern Languages Department to meet the needs and 

interests of our students, and is resourced by the ‘Tricolore 1’ and ‘Tricolore 2’ textbooks online 

via: www.kerboodle.com.  Students are set a range of activities for study, including written, 

listening, reading, ICT, learning and creative tasks.  There is an end of year examination in which 

students are assessed in all four skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking. 
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SPANISH  

  

CONTENT  

Supported by the ‘Mira’ course, students are introduced to the language needed in the classroom.  

They learn greetings and how to give personal details.  Students learn to describe in detail the 

world around them and their life, to express their personal points of view and to converse with 

others.  They gain an understanding of the importance of Spanish and Hispanic culture in the 

world.  The present tense of regular and some irregular verbs is studied, along with the near future 

tense, comparisons and the agreement of adjectives.  Students also develop the capacity to ask, 

understand and respond to questions in a spontaneous conversation.  The preterite tense is 

introduced formally in Year 8.  

  

SKILLS  

The language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are developed and students are 

encouraged to use Spanish wherever possible.  They practise asking and answering questions in 

role plays, study spelling rules and are encouraged to recognise language patterns.  Of ultimate 

importance is developing the skills to be able to use the language independently. 

  

ASSESSMENT  

Progress is monitored by regular vocabulary and verb tests.  On average, there is one learning and 

one written study each week to support and consolidate the work done in class.  Skills are assessed 

on an ongoing basis, with a more formal assessment in at least one skill at the end of each topic.  

End-of-year examinations take place in the Trinity Term.  

 

At the end of Year 7, students who have shown aptitude for the study of French will be offered 

the opportunity to study Spanish in Year 8, in addition to their French studies. 

 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 

The school encourages students to subscribe to a magazine. 

The opportunity of a stay in Spain is offered.  

Appropriate websites and applications are recommended for independent practice. 
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FAST TRACK SPANISH – DUAL LINGUISTS   

 

CONTENT  

Students are introduced to key language and structures through the teaching of the topic areas of 

my family, school life, my friends and healthy lifestyle, covering the Year 7 and Year 8 core 

Spanish syllabus at an accelerated pace. By the end of Year 8, they will be thoroughly prepared 

to commence Year 9 at the same point as the core Spanish classes.  Students learn to describe in 

detail the world around them and their life, to express their personal points of view and to 

converse with others.  They gain an understanding of the importance of Spanish and Hispanic 

culture in the world.  The present tense of regular and some irregular verbs is studied, along with 

the near future tense, comparisons and the agreement of adjectives.  Students also develop the 

capacity to ask, understand and respond to questions in a spontaneous conversation.  The 

preterite tense is introduced formally in Year 8.   

 

SKILLS  

The language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are developed and students are 

encouraged to use Spanish wherever possible.  They practise asking and answering questions in 

role plays, study spelling rules and are encouraged to recognise language patterns.  Of ultimate 

importance is developing the skills to be able to use the language independently. 

  

ASSESSMENT  

Progress is monitored by regular vocabulary and verb tests.  On average, there is one learning and 

one written study each week to support and consolidate the work done in class.  Skills are assessed 

on an ongoing basis, with a more formal assessment in at least one skill at the end of each topic.  

End-of-year examinations take place in the Trinity Term.  

 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
The school encourages students to subscribe to a magazine. 

The opportunity of a stay in Spain is offered.  

Appropriate websites and applications are recommended for independent practice. 
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MUSIC 

 

CONTENT  

In the Michaelmas Term of Year 7, students will explore the elements of music by undertaking 

composition work and by listening to examples of live and recorded music.  They will explore the 

sections and instruments of the orchestra by focussing on The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra.  

Boys’ and girls’ choirs will prepare contributions to the school carol service.  Students who wish 

to develop their singing at a faster rate will have the opportunity to join the Fibre Optic Choir 

which has recently been involved in world premiere performances.  In the Lent Term, students 

will explore tonality and structures.  Genres examined will include folk music from around the 

World.  In the second half of the term students will listen to concertos by Mozart and undertake 

composition and performance activities based on it.  Students will experiment with composition 

tasks using music sequencing software.  In the Trinity Term, students will examine dance suites, 

each group creating a class dance suite.  There will also be preparation for the end of year events 

which will involve singing for all students and instrumental performance for many. 

 

Students start the Year 8 course by engaging with the 12 bar blues – its history and application in 

a huge variety of compositions.  Students will go on to consider: “What is music?”  They will listen 

to a wide variety of experimental music in context and will compose pieces of their own.  They 

will then go on to look at ground bass composition techniques as used by baroque composers and, 

more recently, by minimalist composers.  Students will create multi-layered ground bass 

compositions of their own working as part of a group.  In the Lent Term, students will consider 

programme music – how a story can lead to a descriptive composition.  Examples will be drawn 

from Vivaldi, Mussorgsky and Holst and students will create a class suite of pieces “Pictures at 

an Exhibition”.  Students will have an introduction to the distinctive and magical sound world of 

the Indonesian gamelan before trying their hand at creating a “breakfast opera” scene. 

 

SKILLS  

Students will be encouraged to develop listening skills; by use of “innocent ear” exercises they 

will be required to focus their full attention.  Throughout Years 7 & 8, students work to achieve 

an understanding of the dynamics of individual and group work.  The value of mutual respect 

within the group is encouraged as an essential element of Performing Arts.  Students will explore 

and develop their performance skills, both vocally and instrumentally.  Students will develop 

musical literacy skills by use of the Noteflight notation software.  They will create and maintain a 

portfolio of recorded compositions and performances on the Firefly platform. 

 

ASSESSMENT  

Student compositions and performances will be recorded and will be subject to peer review and 

teacher assessment.  Regular tests will assess the knowledge and application of subject-specific 

vocabulary.  

 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES  

Students are encouraged to undertake individual co-curricular music tuition and to join an 

appropriate co-curricular ensemble.  

Students are invited to contribute to formal and informal concerts and encouraged to attend 

professional concerts given at school and elsewhere and Year 7 students attend weekly girls’ and 

boys’ choir rehearsals 

Year 8 singers may join the choir and some choose to audition for the Chamber Choir. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND GAMES 

 
CONTENT 
The sports covered aim to promote purposeful activity and skill development whilst promoting a 
balanced and healthy lifestyle.  Students learn to work safely and effectively, with cooperation, 
perseverance and self-motivation, alone, in pairs and as members of groups or teams.  Within each 
area, physical competence is developed and teamwork and co-operation area all encouraged.  
Students have a games afternoon and a double period of curriculum Physical Education each 
week. 
 
Physical Education lessons take place within class sets during the morning lessons.  The following 
are covered: 
 
Athletics: Jumps, throws and running events are introduced together with appropriate   

techniques. 

Badminton: Students cover basic shots and the singles and doubles scoring system is 
introduced. 

Basketball: Basic dribbling and shooting techniques are taught and rules of the game are 
covered. 

Dance: Students work on the use of the body as a way of expressing ideas and feelings, 
focusing on emotions and the relationship between dance and music. 

Fitness Training: Students gain an awareness of the different types of training – circuit, weight 
training and interval training.  They gain an understanding of how the body 
reacts to exercise.  The school’s fitness suite is used. 

Gymnastics: Basic gymnastics skills are taught as well as some strength and conditioning   
elements.  Students are encouraged to be creative and sequence work is   
assessed at the end of six weeks. 

Rounders: The skills of throwing, catching, bowling, batting and fielding are covered, and 
the basic rules of the game explained. 

Swimming: Each stroke is revised with emphasis on speed and technique.  Some students will 
progress to dives and racing turns. 

Tennis: Forehands, backhands and serves are taught using the variety of spin.  The 
scoring system and rules of the game for doubles and singles are covered. 

 
 
Games 
The whole year group is on games afternoon each week.  Students work within ability groups in 
the major sport of the respective term and will either train or have fixtures against other schools.  
Students follow the termly sports programme, which covers the main sports listed below. 
 
Major Sports 

 Michaelmas Lent Trinity 

Boys Rugby Hockey Cricket and Tennis 

Girls Hockey Netball Athletics and Tennis 

 
Athletics: All of the disciplines are introduced.  Techniques are taught and attempts timed 

or measured. 
Cricket: The fundamentals of bowling, batting and fielding are taught.  Students learn 

how to apply the rules and regulations of the game and develop their cricket 
awareness. 
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Hockey: The skills of dribbling, hitting, pushing, stopping and shooting are acquired 
along with knowledge of the rules and tactics within game situations. 

Netball: The skills required for good footwork, throwing, catching, dodging, marking 
and shooting are acquired along with the knowledge of basic rules and tactics. 

Rugby: The introduction and development of the skills and rules required for the full 
game.  Emphasis of the need for safety whilst tackling, rucking, scrummaging 
and mauling.  Skills specific for forwards and backs play. 

Tennis: Forehands, backhands, volleys and serves are taught and the scoring system of 
the game explained. 

 
The majority of sports fixtures take place on Saturday mornings.  If students are selected to 
represent the school in a competitive fixture, then it is expected that they will attend during the 
week and on Saturdays.  They must initially seek permission from the Head of that sport (i.e. the 
Head of Cricket) if they are not available. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
For practical work each student’s ability has been assessed through visual observation of training 
and competition. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
Regular co-curricular activities, sports tours, and fixtures, including training and recreational 
sport are for all abilities.  These are available to students, before school, during the day, after school 
and at weekends.  There is a full fixture list for boys and girls for games afternoons and Saturdays.  
Information of fixtures, teams and training will be on the school website. 
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SCIENCE 

 
CONTENT 

Biology Chemistry Physics 
Year 7 
Cells and microscopes 
Nutrition and Digestion 
Health and microbes 
Reproduction 
 

Year 7 
Chemical and physical 
change 
Particles, States of Matter 
Elements, compounds and 
mixtures 
Separation techniques 
Acids, alkalis and salts 
 

Year 7 
Energy and Waves 
Electricity and 
Magnetism 
Forces 
Space 
 

Year 8 
Photosynthesis 
Respiration 
Inheritance 
Evolution  
Ecology 

Year 8 
Air and combustion 
Fossil fuels and Chemicals 
from Oil 
Metals 
Types of reaction 
Rates of reaction 
 

Year 8 
Waves – Light 
Heat Energy 
Electricity – Voltage and 
resistance 
Forces and Motion 
 

   
SKILLS 
During their Science lessons, students learn how to work safely in laboratories.  They work in 
teams, following oral and written instructions, in order to carry out practical work whenever 
feasible.  Fair testing in experimental work is introduced and students are taught how to draw 
clear diagrams, tabulate their results, plot graphs and draw simple conclusions. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
End of topic tests taken by all sets enables progress to be tracked during the year; an 
examination is set in the Trinity Term. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 
Zoo visit to study classification and diversity 
Various competitions and activities through the Science Club 
Annual Science Week and Biology Week 
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THEOLOGY  

  

CONTENT  

Students study the three monotheistic religions over two years (Judaism Christianity, Islam).  This 

includes consideration of how and why people believe in God and the ways in which God 

continues to be revealed to people today.  Students will go on to explore Christian beliefs about 

God’s self-revelation in the person of Christ. 

 

Students develop their knowledge and understanding of the sacraments of initiation and healing, 

the liturgical year and of the centrality of Jesus to the Christian life.  Students will also develop 

their knowledge and understanding of how Christians celebrate the festivals of Christmas and the 

season of Lent.  Students explore the history and development of the Church from Jerusalem to 

Rome touching upon a range of key events such as the Schism, the Reformation and Vatican II.  

The 'Creation' narratives will be used as basis for examining the nature and attributes of the 

Judaeo-Christian God.  Students will also develop an understanding of Jewish and Islamic beliefs 

and practices, and reflect on how these impact on the ordinary life of a Jew or Muslim.  The 

importance of respecting people of different faiths and of no faith will be emphasised in the 

course.  

  

The Key Stage 3 curriculum follows the guidance given in the Religious Education Curriculum 

Directory issued by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference.  It will help students to develop the skills 

of textual analysis, moral and spiritual literacy and a critical engagement with the role of religion 

in the modern world.   

  

SKILLS  

Theology is taught as a rigorous and intellectually demanding subject; students will be 

encouraged to develop their higher order thinking skills of analysis, speculation and evaluation.  

Nonetheless, religious education is not merely one subject among many; it is a subject that 

provides meaning and significance to people and attempts to address the fundamental questions 

of life and human existence.  The Theology Department believes that students should be 

challenged to think for themselves, explore their own sense of meaning and spirituality and 

recognise that asking questions is more valuable than having all the answers. 

  

ASSESSMENT  

Study is set each week to support and extend students learning.  Mid-term tests are carried out in 
the Michaelmas and Lent Terms.  Students sit an examination towards the end of the Trinity Term. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES  
Masses  

Spiritual Retreat Days  

External speakers  

May Procession  
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

The Co-Curricular provision at New Hall takes students beyond the classroom and seeks to offer 

them a broad range of educational and enriching activities which complement the learning begun 

in lessons.  Specifically, the co-curriculum ensures that students benefit from a broad education 

that includes drama, music, sport and other intellectual and cultural activities.  In addition, there 

is a carefully planned programme of educational visits - both day trips to sites close by and longer 

trips to places further afield and overseas. 

  

The tutors play a role in ensuring that each student seeks to get as much from the co-curricular 

provision as possible, whilst also ensuring that no student becomes too overloaded.  All students 

in Years 7 - 9 are encouraged to complete the New Hall Personal Development Award that 

includes Bronze, Silver and Gold levels.  This is an excellent scheme that challenges each 

individual to develop themselves culturally, spiritually, physically and intellectually.  It is very 

much about developing learning habits and personal character strengths that will stand them in 

good stead as they head into their public examination years.   

 

Spiritual, 

moral & 

emotional 

development 

Cultural 

development 

Physical 

development 

Intellectual 

development 

Performance 

 Chaplaincy  

 Service 

 Charity 
fundraising 

 Music 

 Art 

 Drama 

 Dance 
 

 Sport 

 Fitness 

 Dance 

 Academic Clubs 

 Academic Project 

 Academic 
competitions e.g. 
essay writing 

 Debating 

 Independent 
Learning 

 

 Concert 

 Dance Show 

 Sports teams 

 Drama 
productions 

 Competitions 
e.g. debating, 
chess 

 

Vertical House activities 

Educational visits (day/residential) 

 
Co-Curricular Activities  

Lessons in the school day finish at 4.30pm, except Friday when it is 3.55pm, but for most students 

this is not the end of their school day.  A small snack is provided for all and a wide range of co-

curricular activities are available every evening.  Students are encouraged as part of the 

development of the whole person to take part in activities to complement their academic work.  

 

A wide range of activities is available, including sports teams, choirs and instrumental groups, 

careers activities, opera and theatre visits, chess and computer clubs.   

A booklet outlining the co-curricular activities is produced each term.  For some activities, there 

is an additional cost and this is indicated in the information booklet.  If students remain at school 

but are not participating in a co-curricular activity, they must be in supervised study from 4.30-

5.30pm. 
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New Hall Voluntary Service 

In the Trinity Term of Year 8, students have the chance to work within the Voluntary Service group 
for the first time.  In this way, students come to experience and appreciate the needs of a variety 
of other people - people who are old or who have physical and/or learning difficulties, people 
who are lonely or sick.  They are made aware of the importance of commitment, dependability 
and service as a member of a large group working within the wider community to help those in 
need.  In subsequent years, students are encouraged to be fully involved in one or more of the 
seven action groups and to give regular, generous service.  Every year we are able to assure 
parents that their children gain enormously from these kinds of activity, generously undertaken 
in a willing spirit of friendship and service.  The work of NHVS is recognised as being of great 
value.  The group has received national and local awards. 
 

Most Able and Talented 

Our successful identification and assessment of more able students comes from an amalgamation 
of evidence from a wide variety of sources.  We identify a broad range and wide variety of Able 
and Talented and our response with regard to provision is equally broad and varied.   
 
Enrichment within the Curriculum 
Able and Talented students are provided with differentiated work in all subjects where they show 
high level potential.  Differentiated work challenges the most able and promotes a higher level of 
thinking and allows all students, including those in the lower ability Sets, to be provided with 
appropriately challenging work. 
 
Extension and Enrichment Activities outside the Curriculum 
Resident opportunities run by individual departments or whole school initiatives 
Commercially run opportunities e.g. Industry Days 
After school activities – open to all 
Competitions – whole school, inter-school, regional, national 
Accredited courses – Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
Academic Mentoring 
Industry involvement – real problems requiring real solutions 
Academic Societies – membership of these societies is actively encouraged 
Links with Academic Institutions/Local Businesses/Community 
 
Oxbridge 
New Hall encourages able students to apply to Oxford or Cambridge.  The school has a good track 
record of students winning Oxbridge places in a wide range of subjects, including arts, sciences, 
humanities and languages.   
 
In 2017, six students secured offers from both universities.  The Oxbridge programme, OMEGA, 
fits with the school’s Most Able and Talented provision and is overseen by Dr Tiffen, Vice 
Principal.  Students are encouraged to attend seminars that encourage critical thinking and 
intellectual curiosity.  
 
PSHEE and Tutorial Programme 
The role of the tutor is to listen, encourage and support their tutees, whilst also expecting high 

standards in scholarship, appearance and behaviour.  The tutor will monitor the progress of their 

tutees, establish good working relationships and be a means of communication between student, 

parents and other staff.  The tutor will have an overview of each student’s academic and extra-

curricular activities, in order to help them achieve a productive, balanced, organised and fulfilling 

school life.  A curriculum of PSHEE is devised by the Heads of Year and implemented through 

tutorial and dedicated PSHEE learning sessions.  In Years 7 & 8, students also have a dedicated 



 

Page 29  
 

PSHEE lesson.  These lessons are delivered by specialist speakers, tutors, Heads of Year and 

members of the Senior Leadership Team.  Please contact the Head of Girls’ & Boys’ Divisions, 

Mrs Minnis, should you wish to know more about the programme of study and the topics 

covered. 
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CAREERS EDUCATION INFORMATION ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 

 

The overall aim is to give students access to opportunities to cover the main strands of Careers 

Education, Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) identified by the Department of 

Education statutory guidance.  This will enable students to develop self-awareness, the 

knowledge of opportunities which exist at key transition stages through career exploration, and 

the ability to manage their career development.  In addition to this, we provide our students with 

opportunities for individual guidance and support whenever they feel that they need it. 

 

Throughout Key Stage 3, students complete their personal record of achievement folder which 

encourages them to consider their achievements to date, identify their strengths and weaknesses, 

and set personal targets.  At the beginning of the Michaelmas Term in Year 7, students attend a 

teambuilding day at Mersea Outdoor Centre to encourage teambuilding and develop self-

awareness. 

 

Later they will undertake a careers programme of study, entitled ‘The Visitor’, in which they will 

invite an adult into their tutor group to talk about their careers.  This will help students identify 

factors which should be taken into account when researching careers such as qualifications, pay, 

holidays, conditions and job roles. 

 

Support for Students 
The Careers Library, situated in the main Library, is open throughout the school day and in the 

evenings. 
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TIMETABLE   

 
    

Monday - Thursday   

7.30-8.00am  Breakfast (possible option for day students*)  

8.00-8.20am Day student arrival  

8.20-8.40am  Morning Registration/Tutorial/House Meetings/Assembly  

8.40-8.45am Movement time 

8.45-9.40am  Period 1  

9.40-9.45am Movement time 

9.45-10.40am  Period 2  

10.40-11.00am  Morning Break  

11.00-11.55am  Period 3  

11.55-12.00pm Movement time 

12.00-12.55pm  Period 4  

12.55-2.05pm  Lunch   

12.55-1.30pm  Lunch 1 Activity 

1.30-2.00pm Lunch 2 Activity 

2.00-2.05pm Movement time 

2.05-2.15pm  Tutorial time 

2.15-2.20pm Movement time 

2.20-3.15pm  Period 5  

3.15-3.20pm Movement time 

3.20-4.15pm  Period 6  

4.15-4.30pm  Snack & break  

4.30-5.30pm  Activities   

4.30-5.30pm  Supervised study for those not at activities  

5.45pm  School coaches depart  

6.00-7.00pm  Supper for boarders (possible option for day students*)  

7.00pm  Further study or activities for boarders  

  

Friday  School day as above 

4.15pm School ends  

4.30pm  School coaches depart  

6.00-7.00pm  Supper for boarders (possible option for day students*)  

7.00pm  Further study or activities for boarders    
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EXAMPLE - YEAR 7 TIMETABLE 

 

Student & Form: Henry Tudor 7B-AGY Week One of Two 

Timing Period Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8.20-8.40am  Registration Assembly Assembly Tutorial Willow Visits House Meeting  

8.45-9.40am  1 Mathematics Computer 
Science 

English Latin Drama 

9.45-10.40am  2 French or 
Spanish 

Theology French or 
Spanish 

Mathematics Physical 
Education 

10.40-11.00am  Morning break      

11.00-11.55am  3 Biology Art Design 
Technology 

Theology French or 
Spanish 

12.00-12.55pm  4 English Mathematics Chemistry Music English 

12.55-1.30pm  First Lunch Activities Activities Activities Activities Activities 

1.30-2.00pm  Second Lunch      

2.05-2.15pm  Registration      

2.20-3.15pm  5 Drama History Games Physics 
 

PSHEE 

3.20-4.15pm  6 Music Latin Games Food Technology Geography 

4.15-4.30pm  Snack & Break      

4.30-5.30pm  Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study 
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EXAMPLE - YEAR 8 TIMETABLE 
 

Student & Form: Henry Tudor 8B-AGY Week One of Two 

Timing Period Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8.20-8.40am  Registration Assembly Assembly Tutorial Willow Visits House Meeting  

8.45-9.40am  1 English Computer 
Science 

Mathematics Latin Drama 

9.45-10.40am  2 French or Spanish or 
Fast Track Spanish 

Theology French or 
Spanish 

Mathematics Physical 
Education 

10.40-11.00am  Morning break      

11.00-11.55am  3 Physics Design 
Technology 

Art Theology French or 
Spanish 

12.00-12.55pm  4 Mathematics English Chemistry Food 
Technology 

English 

12.55-1.30pm  First Lunch Activities Activities Activities Activities Activities 

1.30-2.00pm  Second Lunch      

2.05-2.15pm  Registration      

2.20-3.15pm  5 Drama PSHEE Games Biology 
 

History 

3.20-4.15pm  6 Music Latin Games Music Geography 

4.15-4.30pm  Snack & Break      

4.30-5.30pm  Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study Activities/Study 



 

Page 34  
 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

 
Progress grades are passed onto parents at regular intervals throughout the year and a full written 
report is compiled once a year.  The full report includes comments from subject teachers, the 
Housemaster/mistress (if applicable) and Head of Year.  There is also an opportunity to meet 
your child’s tutor at a Parents’ Evening in the first term (Year 7 only) and all of their teachers at 
another evening later in the year. 
 
Communication with parents is key to your child achieving academic potential (our success is 
built on this trust).  Our reporting process tries to ensure that all students, with the support of 
their parents, tutors and teachers, will achieve their academic potential and participate with 
confidence in all aspects of school life. 
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POLICIES  

  
The school makes available the following policies to parents, students and prospective students:  
  

Acceptable Use Policy for Students 

Accessibility Policy 

Admissions Policy 

Anti-Bullying Policy including Anti-Cyber Bullying 

Appointment of Governors Policy  

Appointment of Staff Policy including Safer Recruitment & Recruitment of Ex-Offenders 

Attendance Policy  

Behaviour Policy 

Boarding Policy 

Boarding Principles and Practice 

Boarding Student Complaints Policy 

Bursaries & Scholarships Policy 

Catering & Nutrition Policy 

Careers Education Information and Advice (CEIAG) Policy 

Co-Curricular Policy  

Code of Conduct (Prep Students) 

Code of Conduct (Senior Students) 

Collective Worship Policy 

Complaints Procedure 

Concussion and Graduated Return to Play Policy 

Controlled Assessment Policy 

Control Student Access to Risky Areas & Map 

Curriculum Policy 

Data Protection Notice for students, parents and guardians 

Disability Policy 

Drugs, Alcohol and Substance Misuse Education and Procedures Policy 

Early Years Administrating of Medicine Policy 

Early Years Behaviour Policy 

Early Years Curriculum Policy 

Early Years First Aid Policy 

Early Years Safeguarding Mobile Phone & Camera Policy 

Early Years Uncollected/Late Child Policy 

Eco Policy 

Educational Visits Policy 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) Policy 

Equal Opportunities Policy (students)  

Fire Safety Policy 

Health & Safety Policy  

Homework & Study Policy 

ICT Across the Curriculum Policy  

Instrumental Tuition Policy 

Library Policy 

Literacy Skills Policy 

Medical & First Aid Policy  
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Missing Student Policy 

Most Able & Talented (MAT) Policy 

Online Safety Policy 

Permanent exclusion & required removal policy 

Privacy Policy 

Promotion of British Values Policy 

Provision for Students with Particular Religious, Dietary, Language or Cultural Needs 

PSHEE Policy  

Public Examinations Appeals Policy 

Public Examinations Policy 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy  

Sex & Relationships Education Policy 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) Policy 

Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural Policy 

Uniform Policy 

 
 
A copy of the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy is published on the school’s website: 
www.newhallschool.co.uk.  A copy of this, and all other polices listed above, are available for 
inspection on the school’s premises during the school day.  Please do not hesitate to contact the 
PA to the SLT, Mrs Taryn Dodd via: t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk to request a copy of a particular 
policy which may be emailed or posted to you. 

http://www.newhallschool.co.uk/
mailto:t.dodd@newhallschool.co.uk
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