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WHOLE SCHOOL HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY 
 

To be read in conjunction with the Whole School Marking & Feedback Policy 
 

Introduction 
 

New Hall, a Catholic boarding and day school, provides  
the best start in life, enabling students  

to meet confidently the challenges of the wider world. 
  

Here academic excellence is achieved in surroundings  
where relationships are based on  

care, trust and respect. 
  

We welcome students from many traditions,  
building a Christian community that has at its heart  

prayer and service to others. 
 
As a Catholic School, this Mission & Ethos Statement lies at the heart of all we do.  We recognise 
that all our pupils are made in the image and likeness of God; each one is special and unique.  It is 
therefore our responsibility to ensure that each one discovers his/her strengths and gifts and this is 
done by providing a holistic curriculum which offers breadth, as well as depth, of learning.  
 
Homework (‘Study’ in the Senior Division) is an essential and integral part of the curriculum and 
must have a clear relationship to classroom activities.   
 
1. Preparatory Divisions  
 
Homework tasks must be appropriate to the needs of the child.  As a school, we are committed to 
encouraging home school partnerships.  Homework encourages parents to become more 
knowledgeable about the school curriculum and support learning at home. 
 
1.1 Purpose of Homework 
 To consolidate or extend work previously covered in class 
 To help children recognise the link between good study habits and higher standards of 

achievement 
 To check that all pupils have understood their class work 
 To provide opportunities for parents in supporting children’s learning and thus create a 

positive learning ethos at home 
 To provide opportunities for independent work 
 
1.2 Progression and Time Allocation 

From Reception to Year 6, all pupils are expected to do homework.  In order to involve and 
encourage parents to assist their child’s learning there is a Reading Record for every child in the 
Pre-Prep Division and a Homework Diary for every pupil in the Preparatory Division to take 
home every night.   
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Within the Pre-Prep Division, pupils will be expected to practise reading and Mathematics 
regularly, to undertake investigational activities such as researching information about their 
specific topic, or to practise a skill such as spelling, handwriting or multiplication tables.  Pupils 
in the Preparatory Division will also be expected to undertake tasks within a range of subjects, 
which will consolidate their learning; this may also include extended tasks, which span a set 
period of time e.g. a research project. 
 
The following outline is an approximate guide to the maximum amount of time children 
should devote to homework:  

 
Reception 10-15 minutes every day 
Year 1 20 minutes every day 
Year 2 20 minutes every day 
Year 3 30 minutes (written) 10 minutes (reading) 
Year 4 30 minutes (written) 10 minutes (reading) 
Year 5 40 minutes plus reading 
Year 6 40 minutes plus reading 
 
Primary age children should not be spending more than an hour each night on their homework. 

 
1.3 Holiday Homework 

We believe that holidays are important times for children to refresh themselves and to spend 
time with their families.  We would encourage parents to spend time with their children taking 
part in activities such as visiting museums and art galleries and playing a variety of board games.  
A small amount of homework may be set, depending on the length of the holiday.  This should 
include consolidating basic skills such as phonics, key words, reading and multiplication tables 
and may include some research for a topic being studied in class.  Pupils in the Preparatory 
Division should read as widely as possible, using the school’s recommended reading list as a 
guide to appropriate literature.  They may also be asked to complete an examination-style 
practice paper. 

 
1.4 Monitoring Homework 

Each class teacher/set teacher is responsible for setting, marking and monitoring homework.  
This is done by checking the Reading Record (Pre-Prep Division) and through monitoring the 
Homework Diary (Preparatory Division) and noting the child’s achievements.  The quality and 
quantity of completed homework is monitored and reviewed at regular periods in consultation 
with parents and pupils.  If a child consistently fails to complete their homework the 
appropriate Phase Leader must be informed and will speak to the pupil and parents if 
necessary.   

 
1.5 Parental Responsibilities 

Parents are also responsible for monitoring their child’s homework.  We expect parents to hear 
reading, help with the learning of multiplication tables, and generally take an active interest in 
their child’s learning.  Parents must read and sign their child’s Reading Record or Homework 
Diary so that pupils are aware that home and school are working together. 
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1.6 Conclusion 
At New Hall Preparatory Divisions we are committed to homework as a valuable process in 
assisting pupils to raise their overall levels of achievement.  We recognise the value of working 
in partnership with parents to ensure children are realising their potential. 

 
2. Senior Divisions 
 
Study is set in order to: 
 reinforce and consolidate work covered in the lesson 
 encourage independent and reflective learning 
 develop knowledge and understanding 
 enhance skills of critical analysis and evaluation 
 prepare material for subsequent work 
 
All study must be set on Firefly by the class teacher and this will include a clear deadline for 
submission.  No deadline should be less than 48 hours and, ideally, most subjects should set longer 
deadlines e.g. a week.  The assignments should be varied in task and outcome and manageable.  
They will usually be written, but may equally be a learning task, for example to prepare for a test.  
 
The amount of study differs according to the year group.  
 
The allocations per fortnight are as follows: 
 
Years 7 & 8 30 minutes per subject, with a maximum of 60 minutes per night 
Year 9  30 minutes per subject, with a maximum of 90 minutes per night 
Years 10 & 11 Approximately 60 minutes per subject, with a maximum of 2 hours per night 
Sixth Form Up to 6 hours per subject 
 
Students are encouraged to work effectively and to the best of their ability.  Subject staff will ensure 
that the amount set is achievable within the recommended time.  This is also monitored by the 
Head of Year (HoY).  From Year 10 upwards, students have study periods during the day, and the 
extended lunchtime, and it is possible that they may choose to complete some study before the end 
of the school day.  In addition, New Hall provides the opportunity for supervised study each 
evening for day students; from 4.30pm to 6.00pm, and for boarders following supper.  Students are 
expected to hand in work promptly at the time stated unless special arrangements have been made 
with the teacher concerned. 
 
It is the responsibility of subject staff to ensure that study is handed in on time.  Problems of late, 
missed or inadequate study must be addressed and parents alerted at an early stage; every instance 
of missed study or poorly completed study will result in a student being issued a ‘Study Card’.  
These are to be entered on iSAMS and are viewable on the Firefly Parent Portal.  The subject teacher 
will speak to the student and, if appropriate, discuss ways to improve organisation and time 
management.  A sanction may be imposed, but the process is designed to be supportive rather than 
punitive. If the problem persists, the teacher may speak to the Head of Department (HoD) and the 
tutor, who may then involve the HoY, if appropriate.  The HoY may see the student and may then 
contact the parents informing them of any action that has been and/or will be taken.  At this stage 
the HoY may wish, for example, to put the student on study report.  If matters do not improve there 
will be further discussions with subject staff, and the HoY will meet the parents. 
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Sixth Form (Years 12 & 13) students receive information on study skills in the Sixth Form Handbook 
and guidance is given by subject staff and the tutorial team.  If a student fails to meet deadlines for 
the completion of work for no good reason, the subject teacher should inform the tutor and will also 
record onto iSAMS the missed work.  The subject teacher will see the student and agree action 
which will be communicated to the tutor.  If the problem persists, the tutor will inform the Head of 
Sixth Form (HoSF) who will see the student.  If the situation does not improve and after discussions 
with subject staff, the tutor or HoSF will contact the parents and may wish to see them with the 
student.  See Code of Conduct. 
 
Holiday Homework 
 
We believe that holidays are important times for students to refresh themselves and to spend time 
with their families.  Students who seek optional intellectual enrichment may be directed to a 
recommended reading list and/or to enrichment activities published on Firefly.  For students in 
Years 11-13, it is often advisable and sometimes necessary that they use the unstructured time 
afforded by school holidays to consolidate work and to revise for mock or terminal public 
examinations.  However, teachers are not expected to set compulsory written assignments to any 
student in the Senior Division to be completed during the holidays. 


