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1 11+ ENTRANTS 

 
1.1 What will your assessment process involve this year?  What is the objective of the 

admissions process assessment and interview? 
 
The School is selective and offers are made based on entrance assessments, interview 
and current nursery/headteacher’s report or reference.  Students must have a good 
behaviour record, showing kindness, courtesy and respect towards others, and a 
positive attitude towards work.  The assessments may be completed at the child’s 
current school between 15-27 November 2021.  Should this not be possible, students may 
sit the assessment at New Hall on Saturday 20 November 2021.  We use the Independent 
Schools Examinations Board (ISEB) Common Pre-Tests.  These assessments consist of 
Verbal Reasoning, Non-Verbal Reasoning, English and Mathematics tests.  These are 
adaptive online tests, which may be completed only once in an academic year.  ISEB 
does not offer resits.  The assessment day is held in the November prior to entry. The 
tests take approximately two and a half hours to complete.  The interview gives the 
School the opportunity to find out more about the child.  The students will be asked to 
give a 3-minute presentation on a topic/performance of their choice.   
 

1.2 How many students sit your Year 7 entry examinations each year?  How many of 
these students come from New Hall Preparatory Division? 
 
On average, 350 children sit the New Hall Year 7 entrance assessments each year.  
Around one third of those who join at 11+ come from New Hall Preparatory Division. 
The majority come from other preparatory schools (located primarily in Southern 
England) and local primary schools.  An increasing number of our younger students are 
coming from other parts of the UK and choosing us because of our outstanding boarding 
reputation.  

 
1.3 Do you publish previous year examination papers? 

 
For copyright purposes we are unable to share previous papers.  We recommend that 
students look at the familiarisation test, which can be found here: 
https://secure.testingforschools.com/player-demo-iseb/#/ 

 
As the ISEB Pre-Tests are used across the independent sector, there are a number of 
online suppliers of preparatory material.  These are also useful for 11+ preparation as 
the examinations follow the same format.  Our recommended platform is Atom 
Learning:  https://atomlearning.co.uk/nucleus 

 
1.4 Do you have a first round of offers for places then a second round later?  

 
After initial offers, a waiting list will be in operation.  Following the deadline for 
acceptance, places will be offered to those on the waiting list, where available. 

  

https://secure.testingforschools.com/player-demo-iseb/#/
https://atomlearning.co.uk/nucleus
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1.5 How many students do you admit for boarding in Year 7? 
 
18 places in Year 7 are allocated for boarders, with many other students choosing flexible 
boarding of 1+ nights per week. 

 
1.6 How are Sport Scholarships assessed? 

 
To support a Sport Scholarship application, please provide a portfolio of your child’s 
achievements and supporting references from their club coach, if relevant.  For athletes 
and swimmers, please include your child’s performance times.  It would also be helpful 
if you would submit a recording of your child performing their sport/s, with permission 
from the coach, if relevant. 
   
Shortlisted students will then be invited to an assessment day.  We normally have over 
60 candidates for Sport Scholarships/Awards and the standard is always high.  So be 
assured that, even if your child is not invited for the final stage, this does not mean that 
we have not recognised and valued her/his potential and achievements.  

 
1.7 Do you consider other sport scholarships that are not listed on the Bursaries & 

Scholarships Policy? 
 
The Scholarships available for 2022 entry are as listed in the Bursaries & Scholarships 
Policy.  Details are as follows for ease of reference:  
The highest achieving candidate may win the Year 7 Anderson Sport Scholarship.  Sport 
scholars and award winners are expected to represent the School at sporting events, as 
required by the Director of Sport. 

 
Proven sporting ability/interests will be the basis for selection and potential will also be 
assessed.  Priority will be given to candidates who excel in at least two of the School’s 
major or minor sports (rugby, hockey, netball, swimming, cricket, tennis, athletics, golf, 
riding, skiing).  In the event that a student excels in only one particular sporting field, a 
scholarship may still be awarded.  Candidates will be assessed for the scholarship by 
the Director of Sport at the time of the entrance examinations.  Evidence of the student’s 
achievements, including a testimonial from their coach, will need to be provided before 
assessment takes place.  Should a student stop playing the relevant sport, then the award 
may cease from the following term. 
 
In addition, the following Sport Awards are available for Years 7 & 8, with a financial 
contribution of £250pa for two years: 

• Athletics Award 

• Cricket Award 

• Hockey Award 

• Netball Award 

• Rugby Award 

• Swimming Award 

• Tennis Award 

• Golf Award 

• Riding Award 

• Skiing Award 
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The above categories cover the School’s major and minor sports. 
 
1.8 How are music scholarships assessed and what are the criteria? 

 
To support a Music Scholarship application, please provide a video recording (a phone, 
iPad or computer recording will be sufficient) of your child performing in two 
disciplines, one of which may be singing.  The recording should take the format of a live 
performance and the candidate should introduce themselves and their pieces.  If your 
child has the means of playing along with an accompaniment (e.g. with an accompanist 
or on CD), s/he should do so.  Shortlisted students will then be invited to a Music 
Scholarship assessment via Zoom.   
 
In addition to the Music Scholarship, there is a variety of Music Awards available for 
instruments and singing.  To apply for a Music Award, the same process should be 
followed as the Music Scholarship, however, the candidate is only expected to perform 
in the discipline of the award for which they are applying. 

 
1.9 What support is available regarding fees? 

 
Scholarships are available for Year 7, Year 9 and Year 12 entrants, in the range of £500-
£5,000 fee remission per annum.  Non-means tested support is normally in the range of 
£250-£2,000pa.  
 
For the academic years 2022-23, the Governors have established a hardship fund to 
support existing students to remain at New Hall School, with priority given to those in 
examination year groups.  There are no new bursaries available for incoming students 
in September 2022.  Parents of joiners will need to provide assurance of the means to 
pay the School fees in full and would need to declare at the outset if it is anticipated that 
bursary support would be required within the first two years of joining a Division. 
 
Bursary applicants are encouraged to join at 13+ or 16+. 

 
1.10 What is included in the School fees? 

 
The School fees provide for teaching and curriculum costs, including an iPad for School 
and home learning for students in Year 3-Year 13.  There are a few exceptions such as 
public examination entries and School trips.  In the Senior Divisions, fees include an 
extended School day (with provision from 8.00am–6.00pm) and an extensive co-
curricular programme of clubs and activities*, membership of the Independent Schools’ 
Careers Organisation and the School Sports Centre (including tennis courts and the 
indoor swimming pool, which parents and siblings may also join at a subsidised rate). 
 
In the Preparatory Divisions, there is an extensive co-curricular programme of clubs and 
activities* and After School Care provision (until 5.00pm) are all included.   There is an 
additional charge for the After School Care provision between 5.00-6.00pm.   
 
The School offers a variety of freshly prepared lunches for students to purchase.  All full 
boarders’ meals are included within the fee.  For details of English as an Additional 
Language charges for international students studying in the Sixth Form please contact 
Mr Paul Bray, Director of Studies, via p.bray@newhallschool.co.uk 

mailto:p.bray@newhallschool.co.uk
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New Hall School Nursery offers a standard day between 8.00am–6.00pm, with extended 
provision* available from 7.30am–6.30pm.  All meals and snacks are freshly prepared 
and are included with the fee. 
 
*Some co-curricular clubs, e.g. Horse Riding and individual music lessons, incur an additional 
charge. 

 
1.11 What is the sibling policy regarding admissions? 

 
The School has more applicants than places for points of entry, so assessment is 
competitive.  Students will need to pass our entrance assessments to be offered a place. 
 
One of our priority categories is siblings of current New Hall students or siblings joining 
simultaneously. 
 
Listed below are the other various priority categories for places, although there is no 
fixed weighting or ranking.  Priority for a place may increase with the number of criteria 
met: 
1. religious commitment 
2. academic ability 
3. boarders (Years 3-13), with full or 4-night+ boarders prioritised 
 
Further details can be found in the Admissions Policy on the School website. 
 
A sibling discount is offered on the 3rd and 4th child attending the School at the same 
time. 
 

1.12 How will the School take into account learning gaps due to Covid, when students 
join from different schools? 
 
The School is well versed at managing students from different educational 
backgrounds.  We have experience in this due to the international cohort that joins the 
School as boarders.  Subject teachers will assess and monitor the students over the first 
few weeks and any gaps are addressed either through their normal lessons or through 
additional subject specific clinics.  We are anticipating a greater demand for these than 
normal and have plans in place accordingly.  In addition to this, all incoming students 
are sent optional preparatory work. 
 

1.13 When is the earliest you can apply for admission into Year 7?  
 
You can register for a Year 7 place at any time.  Information regarding the examinations 
is usually sent during the summer prior to entry. 
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2 WHOLE SCHOOL 

 
2.1 What are your most recent examination results? 

For 2020, A Level and GCSE results built on the excellent results seen in previous years: 
23% of GCSE grades were awarded were 9, 46% were 8+ (A*) and 73% were 7+ (A*/A).  
At A Level, 32% were at A*, 65% at A*/A and 92% of grades awarded at A*-B.  43 
students achieved all A* or A grades, with 15 achieving at least three A* grades. 

 
2.2 What provision is made for the academically able? 

In the Senior Divisions, students are set according to ability in a range of subjects 
including: English, Mathematics, Science, French and Spanish.  In the Preparatory 
Division, setting takes place in Mathematics and English from Year 3 and there is setting 
in English for Years 5 & 6.  The School has a Most Able & Talented Co-ordinator who, 
together with the staff of the Learning Development Department, leads the provision of 
a programme to stretch the most able students across the Preparatory and Senior 
Divisions. A Most Able or Talented student may be offered accelerated learning in 
subjects where the learning matches the student’s potential and capabilities and, where 
appropriate, a student may take GCSE or A Level subjects early.  Most Able and 
Talented students are provided with differentiated work in all subjects where they show 
high level potential. Differentiated work challenges the Most Able and Talented, 
promoting a higher level of thinking.  There are also a number of extension and 
enrichment activities outside the curriculum, including: residential courses, master 
classes, academic mentoring and national competitions such as the UK Maths 
Challenge. 
 

2.3 What provision do you have in place for children with dyslexia?  
 
We strive to provide equality of opportunity for all members of our School community, 
within the context of a selective Catholic, independent, boarding and day school, 
making special provision for those with particular needs. 
 
A mixture of in-class support and small withdrawal group sessions is provided by the 
Learning Development Department. 
 

2.4 What sort of communication home is there?  Is there any sort of online portal for 
parents? 
 

The School works from the premise that, as far as possible, we are in a partnership with 
parents and therefore we want to ensure regular and effective communication with you.  
It is anticipated that the first point of contact will be your child’s Class Teacher/Tutor, 
Student Support Manager, or, in the case of a boarding matter, the relevant Head of 
Boarding.  Parents are encouraged to contact the member of staff most relevant to the 
matter concerned.   
 

ParentMail is our main platform for communicating with parents.  This platform comes 
with smartphone apps that will ease your access to School communications. 
 

Firefly is the Virtual Learning Environment that we use at School to support student 
learning.  Homework (study) is set and submitted through this portal.  Additionally, it 

https://www.newhallschool.co.uk/senior/academic-achievements/a-level-gcse-results-2020/
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promotes a greater degree of independent learning and utilises a wide variety of 
multimedia learning resources to engage our students. 
 

Tapestry is used as a communication tool with parents in the Nursery and in Reception.  
Using photos, videos and diary entries, an early years practitioner, along with the child’s 
parents, ‘weaves’ the story of the child and how they are growing and developing. 

 
2.5 I believe that you run transport from local towns.  We are based in 

Brentwood.  How does the School transport system work? 
 

The New Hall School coach service is managed on our behalf by Vectare, a specialist 
school transport management company.  Their website www.newhall.vectare.co.uk 
offers a postcode search functionality, which provides personalised journey planning, 
and the booking system allows you to book travel for the entire academic year or for 
occasional journeys.   
 

2.6 Do you celebrate all religious festivals and teach about them? 
 
Yes, we do.  New Hall has a Catholic foundation and welcomes all those who support 
its ethos. Students of different faiths and traditions belong to our community and we 
believe that everyone benefits from the values of trust and respect that are central to our 
School life.  There is an emphasis on service to others, especially those in need. Chapel 
assembly is a regular feature during the week and prayers form an integral part of daily 
life. On Sunday evenings, boarders of many different faiths come together for Mass in 
the beautiful School Chapel.  For the Trinity Term 2021, Mass takes place outdoors, 
under our Walkfares Canopy.  This is a special time for everyone and boarders are 
involved with organising this, as readers and as servers.  There is a single Confirmation 
programme for Catholic and Anglican students, with contributions from our resident 
Priest Chaplain as well as clergy from the Boreham Anglican parish.  At KS3, the 
Theology curriculum explores the three monotheistic religions.   
 

2.7 How many extra-curricular activities does the school provide? 
 
What many schools term ‘extra-curricular’ activities, for us at New Hall forms the ‘Co-
Curriculum’, an intrinsic and valued part of the education that we offer.  The co-
curricular programme at New Hall is designed to provide the breadth to the education 
that enables us to develop the well-balanced individuals, of whom we can all be proud.  
Our programme of clubs and activities may vary from year to year, depending on 
student and staff interests; however, the link below will give you a flavour of the type 
of activity that has been offered recently at New Hall. 
https://www.newhallschool.co.uk/senior/co-curriculum/ 
 

2.8 Do you provide for a vegan diet? 
 
Yes.  Before a child is admitted to the School, information is sought from parents in 
relation to any special dietary requirements, preferences and food allergies that the child 
may have.  We regularly consult with parents to ensure that our records of their child’s 

dietary needs, including any allergies, are up to date and appropriate forms are signed. 
The School offers a wide choice of hot and cold food, with plenty of fresh fruit, 

http://www.newhall.vectare.co.uk/
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vegetables and salads.  Proposed menus are compiled to Chartwells’ Independent Smart 
Food nutrition standards to ensure a balance of food groups and nutrition is provided.  
 

2.9 What is the percentage of international students at the school? 
 
8% of New Hall students are international. 
 

2.10 What are the benefits of the Diamond Model? 
 
The main benefits of the ‘diamond model’ and five years of single-sex teaching derive 
from the ability to tailor pastoral and academic provision more sensitively and expertly 
to the needs of young people going through the physical, emotional and social upheaval 
of adolescence.  Young teenagers are liberated from the negative peer pressure of having 
to perform in mixed classes. 
 
Gender stereotypes of subjects are also removed.  Girls and boys follow an identical 
curriculum and do not learn to perceive subjects as being more suited to either girls or 
boys. 

 
2.11 How wide is the social network between students in different years? 

 
Due to Covid, students are currently in Year Group bubbles.  However, in normal times, 
students can mix with other Year Groups for House Assemblies and competitions, 
during drama and music rehearsals and for some sport. 

 
2.12 Can students use the School pool for recreation and competitive swimming?  

 
As we return to a full schedule of swimming at New Hall, we are pleased that students 
can access the pool for recreation and training.  New Hall Swim Academy is an exciting 
new programme which enables our elite swimmers the opportunity to excel in the 
pool.  With our new Head of Swimming, Mrs Rice, a former Commonwealth swimmer, 
at the lead, we will have a cutting-edge swim programme. With new facilities on site 
and now an affiliated club (ESSA), students will have the unique opportunity to train 
and compete for New Hall and balance their academic commitments.  
 
What’s Included? 

• Up to six pool sessions a week 

• two land training sessions 

• Pre-pool/Post-pool routines   

• Weekly 1-to-1 check in meetings with the Head of Swimming   

• Goal setting meetings  

• Nutrition support  

• Psychology support  
 
Additional Costs: 

• Training camps abroad 

• Training camps UK 

• Swim clinics 
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2.13 Do girls get to play cricket and football fixtures? 

 
Yes, at New Hall girls play competitive cricket.  At the moment, football is played as a 
recreational sport.  Inter-house competitions take place throughout the year.   

 

3 BOARDING 

 
3.1 How do you ensure day students are included within the School programme and 

don't feel less connected to the School than the boarders?  
 

Day and boarding students mix throughout the day.  All co-curricular activities are 
open to both day and boarding students.  Boarders are assigned to vertical houses for 
inter-house activities during the School day, therefore there is always a mix of day and 
boarding students in each vertical house. 
 

3.2 What is the mix between boarding and day in the Senior Divisions and in the Sixth 
Form?  
 

20% of the Girls’ & Boys’ Division (Years 7-11) students are boarders.  We also have Prep 
boarders from Years 3-6. 
 

39% of the Sixth Form Division students (Years 12 & 13) are boarders. 
 

3.3 What sort of extra lesson support is available for boarders from year 7 and above? 
 
All students are able to benefit from additional support from their teachers outside of 
timetabled lessons as deemed appropriate by the teachers.  In addition, boarders are 
supported during their homework/study sessions by House staff and invariably there 
will be a subject specialist on the residential staff team should this be required at any 
stage. 

 
3.4 If there was another national lockdown, would boarders have the option to say in 

house or would they have to go home? 
 
During the most recent national lockdown from January-March, our Boarding Houses 
remained open for any boarders who needed to stay.  We would envisage this being the 
case for future lockdowns.  For boarders who stay during a holiday period, there would 
be an additional charge as the termly fees are for term-time only. 

 
3.5 What activities are offered to boarders on weekends? 

 
A wide variety of activities is on offer to boarders at the weekend.  At School, they have 
the option to participate in sport and dance lessons on Saturdays.  In addition to this, 
each boarding house will arrange a variety of trips and activities, both on and away 
from the School site.  Activities on site this year have included a graffiti workshop, tie-
dye t-shirt printing, bubble football and laser tag.  Trips off-site in previous years have 
included theatre trips, visits to museums, go-karting, paintballing, escape rooms, 
Superleague netball matches, Premier League football matches and Premiership rugby 
matches. 
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3.6 Do you offer transfers to/ from airports? 
 
We are able to arrange transfers to/from airports using a combination of our own 
drivers as well as our fully vetted taxi partners. 

 
3.7 Can Sixth Formers flexi-board? 

 
Yes, all students, including Sixth Form students, are able to board on a flexible basis, 
choosing from 1-7 nights.  We strongly recommend that Sixth Form students board for 
a minimum of two nights in order to elicit the greatest benefits that boarding can 
provide to this age group. 
 

4 NURSERY 

 
4.1 What are the Nursery opening hours? 

 
The Nursery is open to children aged 1-4 from 8.00am–6.00pm, with an additional 
provision available from 7.30am–6.30pm.  Term time and full time options are available. 

 
4.2 What is the ratio of staff to children?  

 
Cedar Class (1-2 year olds) 1:3 
Sycamore Class (2-3 year olds) 1:4 
Pre-School Hazel Class (3-4 year olds) 1:8 

 
4.3 How many children do you care for?  

 
Cedar Class: 12 children 
Sycamore Class: 16 children 
Pre-School Hazel Class: 45 children 
These numbers are per session. 
 

4.4 What qualifications do Nursery staff have? 
 
The minimum qualification is a Cache Level 3 NVQ in Early Years. The highest 
qualification is a BA Hons in Early Years Education and Playwork and Early Years 
Teacher Status. 

 
4.5 What are the daily routines and how can you incorporate my child's and other 

children's routines? 
 
We have a structured timetable in all rooms to allow the children to become familiar 
with their day, this really helps with settling them in, as children feel secure.  Snack, 
lunch and supper are fixed as are the specialist subjects but everything else is flexible 
and spontaneous.  We ask parents for information regarding their child’s routine so that 
we can adhere to it as much as possible, for example, their sleep time or their bottle time.  
We tend to find that the children naturally adapt to the rhythm of the Nursery and all 
end up sleeping at the same time.  We are as flexible as we can be. 
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4.6 Do you operate a key worker scheme (whereby one member of staff has main 
responsibility for our child)?  
 
Each child is assigned a keyworker before they start. This person is responsible for 
tracking their development across all seven learning and development areas and liaising 
with parents. They are a point of first communication and form an important 
relationship with your child. We do encourage children to make positive relationships 
with all staff within the rooms. 
 

4.7 What are your policies on discipline and how do you manage children's 
behaviour?  
 
We use positive role modelling to implement the Gospel values of care, trust and 
respect. We teach about turn taking, sharing, kind hands and kind hearts.  We 
implement the Behaviour code of conduct which is a visual aid using smiley faces to 
help the children understand how their behaviour has made others feel.  We always use 
positive praise and reinforcement with stickers and teach about forgiveness.  The 
children in pre-school learn about thinking time if they need to reflect on a behaviour 
choice.  We ensure that staff are trained to understand that young children can struggle 
with emotional regulation and we remain calm and patient at all times. 
 

4.8 Do you provide meals (vegetarian/vegan), snacks, nappies, etc. or will I need to 
provide them? 
 
We provide two freshly cooked, hot and nutritious meals every day (lunch and a light 
supper).  We also provide two snacks per day that are varied and include fruit, 
vegetables, yogurt, pitta breads and dips, muffins and crumpets.  We provide cow’s 
milk and water.   We cater for allergens and religious requirements.   

 
Parents provide nappies, wipes and any formula milk that may be required. 
 

4.9 How do you maintain cultural sensitivity and responsiveness to children’s home 
life? 
 
We gather background information when we first meet families and then ask them to 
complete an ‘All About Me’ for their child.  This helps us to understand their likes, 
dislikes, what language is spoken at home, what celebrations and festivals are 
celebrated at home.  We remain sensitive to the needs of every child, as we firmly believe 
that every child is unique and contributes something special to Nursery life. 
 
We not only celebrate cultural festivals that are relevant and specific to the children we 
have, but also teach about other religions through stories, and books and learning about 
important people in our history.  We invited parents in to the Nursery (pre-Covid-19) 
to show the children artefacts and special objects and to speak to them in their mother 
tongue.  We teach the Gospel values of care, trust and respect. 
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5 PREP DIVISIONS 

 
5.1 Are classes set on ability?   

 
In the Preparatory Division, all teachers will differentiate through their allocation to 
groups and tasks set to each group.  Wider differentiation occurs in Mathematics and 
English where children are set by ability, this allows the more able to be stretched and 
to be well prepared for the Scholarship applications and 11+, while providing additional 
support to those that find these areas more challenging.  Further differentiation is 
achieved through the Learning Development Department that will allocate support and 
resources as appropriate. 

 
5.2 At what age do children attend Forest School classes? 

 
Students attend Forest School/outdoor learning in the Pre-Prep Division (ages 4-7).  
Students of all ages can visit the School Farm and use the Farm facilities.   
 

5.3 What is involved in the holiday activity club? 
 
New Hall School Holiday Activity Club is run by New Hall staff and offers childcare to 
our pupils in Pre-School and the Preparatory Divisions.  Engaging activities are planned 
each day, utilising the School facilities and grounds.  Indoor activities include cookery, 
sessions in the ICT suite, arts and crafts, toys and board games, badminton and table 
tennis.  Outdoor activities include woodland skills, trips to the New Hall Farm, games 
on the Astroturf and orienteering.  Pupils are able to bring their bicycles and scooters 
into School for playground riding, and there are regular swimming sessions for older 
pupils.  
 

5.4 Do the pupils play sport in Reception? What are the sports they play? 
 
In the Pre-Prep Division, each week pupils learn fundamental skills using the National 
Curriculum programme of study across different activities.  Team play and physical 
literacy are focused upon in order to prepare pupils for more formal sporting activities.  
 

5.5 Are you able to give an indication of how the pupils at the School perform in the 
11+? 
 
A number of students achieve places at grammar schools.  Some who achieve places 
choose to stay at New Hall.  To help prepare, our admissions assessments are aligned 
with the 11+ so students do not need to prepare separately.  Preparation for the 
Mathematics and English components is integrated into our curriculum throughout our 
Preparatory Divisions.  Lessons in Verbal and Non Verbal Reasoning start from Year 4.  
In addition to this, we run 11+ preparation holiday camps and co-curricular clubs. 
 

5.6 What are the boy/girl mixes for reception? 
 
There is usually a 50/50 split for girls and boys in the Pre-Prep Division. 
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5.7 How big are the Prep class sizes? 
 
There are approximately 75 pupils in the Nursery Division, which is divided into 
Nursery and Pre-School.  There are approximately 340 pupils on roll in the Preparatory 
Divisions with comparable numbers of girls and boys, from Reception to Year 6. Class 
numbers in Key Stage 1 do not normally exceed 20.  In Years 3-6, classes may increase 
to 21 or 22 pupils, primarily to allow for reserved places for 7+ full and weekly boarding 
entry to the school.  Since Key Stage 2 classes are split more than two ways for some 
subjects, the average class size at Key Stage 2 is approximately 14.  There are occasions 
when class sizes (Reception – Year 6) may increase to 21, to accommodate staff children. 
 

5.8 What ages do the after school classes start? 
 
After School classes are available from Reception upwards. 

 

6 SENIOR DIVISIONS  

 
6.1 How many students are in Year 7, and what is average class size, please? 

 
At Year 7, there are 60 places available for the Girls’ Division and 60 places for the Boys’ 
Division.  In the Pre-Prep Division, class numbers do not usually exceed 20.  In Years 3-
6, classes may increase to 22 pupils, primarily to accommodate full and weekly 
boarders.  On occasions, class sizes may increase to accommodate staff children. 
 
In the Senior Divisions, teaching groups typically have between 18-24 students, with 
lower class sizes for some subjects e.g. Cookery or Modern Languages.  Class sizes 
reduce overall at GCSE, with many of the optional subjects being taught in groups of 
fewer than 18 and some in groups of fewer than 10.  In the Sixth Form, class sizes 
typically range from 3 to 15 students. 
 
Classes for public examination subject may run with very small numbers.  For example, 
in 2020 we have an Ancient Greek A Level class of three students and a Music A Level 
class of five students. 

 
6.2 Apart from ages 11 and 13 for the Senior Division, are there any other points at 

which children can be admitted to the school e.g. Year 8? 
 
For our Senior Division, our main entry points are at Year 7, Year 9 and Year 12.  We are 
happy to receive applications for Year Groups outside of our main entrance points but 
these are subject to availability.  We do not admit students into Year 10, Year 11 or Year 
13 due to the teaching of the GCSE/A-Level curriculum. 

 
6.3 Is it a 50/50 split for girls and boys? 

 
There is a 50/50 split for girls and boys. 
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6.4 Do you have a competitive football team as well as Rugby? 

 
At the moment, football is played as a recreational sport.  Inter-house competitions take 
place throughout the year.   

 
6.5 Can you tell me about girls’ hockey please?   

 
We have indoor and outdoor hockey at New Hall.  We have regular weekly fixtures and 
Saturday fixtures.  We run an academy for our elite players.  We have reached regional 
and national finals in the last few years and have many county players or higher among 
both girls and boys. 
 

6.6 What are the rules safeguarding drinking and smoking in the school? So they do 
not influence other pupils? 
 
There is zero tolerance of drinking and smoking/vaping in School.  At supervised, 
evening Sixth Form events, students may be allowed an alcoholic drink.  The School 
provides education, intervention and support as needed for individuals. 

 
6.7 Do you put on many theatre productions? 

 
We have drama productions throughout the year.  These are in addition to the Musical 
Theatre and Dance shows. 
 

6.8 Are students set for different subjects?  
 
In the Senior Divisions, students are set in Mathematics based initially on their entrance 
assessments.  This is reviewed half termly.  Students will be placed into sets for 
languages, typically at the end of the first term of Year 7.  Setting is then introduced in 
subjects such as Science and English, typically from the end of Year 8 when they begin 
their GCSE courses. 

 
6.9 How much homework do students receive each night? 

 
Students receive allocations per fortnight as follows: 
 
Years 7 & 8 30 minutes per subject, with a maximum of 60 minutes per night 
Year 9  30 minutes per subject, with a maximum of 90 minutes per night 
Years 10 & 11 Approximately 60 minutes per subject, with a maximum of 2 hours per 
night 
Sixth Form Up to 6 hours per subject 
Homework/Study deadlines are no less than 48 hours.  The Tutors and Heads of Year 
monitor study allocation regularly to ensure the allocations are not exceeded.  
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7 SIXTH FORM 

 
7.1 What is the entry criteria for Sixth Form? 

 
For 2022, students will need to achieve a minimum of two grade 7s and three grade 6s 
overall at GCSE or equivalent.   
 

7.2 What are the destinations of Sixth Form leavers? 
 
Our students generally go to their first choice university and read a diverse range of 
degree courses including classics, law, engineering, medicine, humanities, theology, 
architecture and languages. Some of our Sixth Form students undertake a Gap Year 
before university, which usually involves travelling and working abroad.  In recent 
years students have progressed to Oxford and Cambridge Universities, University of 
Durham, University of Exeter, Imperial College London, University of Leeds, University 
of Manchester, Royal Holloway, University of Nottingham, University of East Anglia 
and the University of Sheffield.  
 

7.3 How many students are in the Sixth Form?  
 
There are currently 260 students in the Sixth Form. 
 

7.4 Of those how many typically join New Hall at the Sixth Form entry point?  
 
We do not have a set figure but, over the last 10 years, 20%-30% of the year group have 
been new to the School.  16+ is a major entry point, for boarders and day students.  We 
have a significant number of joiners from grammar schools. 
 

7.5 What is the day/boarding ratio?  
 
39% of our Sixth Form students are boarders. 
 

7.6 How many A Level subjects can a student study at A Level?  
 
Most study three A Levels; if four, then the fourth will typically be Further Mathematics; 
our expectation to study only three is to reflect what is typically asked for with regards 
to university/apprenticeship applications, also being mindful of students’ well-being 
and mental health.  Where students wish to broaden their academic workload beyond 
3 A Levels, DELF/DELE classes in French and Spanish are available and the Extended 
Project qualification is also offered.  There are also many opportunities for co-curricular 
activities alongside the academic provision.  
 

7.7 How many hours’ teaching time per subject do they have each week and  
 
Lessons are 55 minutes long; typically, each subject has 12 lessons per fortnight; there 
are also other timetabled sessions for all (e.g. PSHEE, Games) and space in the timetable 
for other things (e.g. Extended Project lessons (for those who do opt for this), Learning 
Development/Support sessions, if applicable).  
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7.8 Is there Saturday school?  
 
We do not have Saturday school at New Hall.  However, we offer a full programme of 
optional activities for students, such as sports fixtures or training, Musical Theatre and 
Dance lessons. 
 

7.9 What kind of co-curricular activities are available to Sixth Form students? 
 
There are so many! Aside from performance academies in various sports, and groups in 
the performing arts (music, drama, dance), the School’s voluntary groups are strongly 
supported (and Sixth Formers have the opportunity to lead these) meeting each week 
in a variety of settings.  We have regular academic support sessions as well as academic 
interest groups for example the fortnightly Politics Question Time forum, Theology 
Society (discussing ethical and moral issues) Biology Society, Psychology Society, the 
Feminist Society, Corpus (exploring issues of diversity), Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold 
Award, Model United Nations, Oxbridge (& Competitive Universities) Society, the 
Preparatory Division Buddy Scheme (for an hour a week students can support the 
learning in the Preparatory Division – e.g. reading with young or tailored to their own 
interests). New Hall Radio is a Senior Prefects’ initiative.  If students are learning to 
drive, they can arrange driving lessons when they are not in lessons, and similarly 
individual tennis coaching can fit around their timetable too.  
 

7.10 Can you participate in dance and athletics even if you don’t study PE at A Level?  
 
Yes. Sixth Form students attend sport afternoons which include dance and athletics.   

 
7.11 How does sport fit into Sixth Form life?  Is it compulsory?  Are there fixtures? What 

types of sport are offered?  
 
Sport afternoons for Sixth Form are currently on a Tuesday.  A wide choice of sport is 
offered.  Students are able to participate in our major sport of that term competitively, 
should they wish (rugby, hockey, netball, cricket, tennis, athletics, swimming).  We have 
regular weekly and Saturday fixtures.  Sport afternoons are compulsory.  Representing 
the School in fixtures is strongly encouraged. 

 
7.12 When can students access the gym?   

 
They can use the Fitness Suite at lunchtimes and after school (there are some temporary 
variations due to Covid-19). 
 

7.13 What does the programme involve for Sixth Form students wishing to study law at 
university?  
 
We identify students wishing to study law during Year 12.  Students are invited to a 
presentation from the member of staff who co-ordinates the Law Support programme.  
We communicate opportunities offered externally directly to the students.  
 
Members of the ‘Applying to Law’ group receive help with applications, personal 
statements and preparation for the LNAT test.  We also offer specialist advice to those 
looking to study at Oxbridge. 
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We have a number of New Hallians who have achieved outstanding results in Law 
degrees.  One law student graduated from Oxford last year with a First Class Honours.  
Others have recently secured places on competitive training contracts. 
 
 

7.14 What do the Sixth Form students do with the time they have when they are not in 
lessons? 
When not in lessons, students manage their time independently; we have a robust 
system which allows us to discover if/to what extent a student is struggling to manage 
their studies/deadlines effectively – we call this the Attitude to Learning system.  If a 
student is obviously struggling, then there is intervention and may result in supervised 
study being added to the student’s timetable, which will be required for a period of time 
and then reviewed. There is a Silent Study Room in the Sixth Form Centre, which in a 
typical year will be supervised by staff and students can use this at any time.  We expect 
students in their non-contact time (i.e. when not in lessons) to be working in an area of 
their choosing – they are not allowed to be watching films, playing games etc. but should 
be working.  
 
 

 


